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Unicode proposal for 1118 more 
superscripts, subscripts and 
small capitals. 
 

1. Why Unicode needs more superscripts, 
subscripts and small capitals 
 
This proposal is intended to help rendering software migrate from 
using fake superscripts, subscripts and small capitals (shrunk 
and shifted versions of the base character) to real ones, in 
Unicode. Currently, the problem is that many of the superscripts 
and subscripts are missing in Unicode. When this migration is 
complete, and this proposal is accepted, font designers will be 
able to customize their superscripts, subscripts and small 
capitals even more, and also guarantee that the superscripts and 
subscripts from the <sup> and <sub> commands will be exactly as 
the font designers intended instead of rendering fake ones. 
 
Example: Let’s say that the site is ä<sup>ä</sup>. After the 
proposal is accepted, any font designer can customize their fonts 

to render it as for example  instead of . That text will then 
also be copiable while preserving the superscript ä, so that it 
can also occur in plaintext, such as .txt files. 
 

2. Character ranges of base characters 
whose superscripts, subscripts or small 
capitals are missing from Unicode and are 
proposed in this document 
 
Remaining superscripts of: 
 
00: 20—27 2A 2C 2E—2F 3A—3C 3E—40 43 46 51 53 58—60 71 7B—7E A0—
C5 C7—FF 
01: 00—13 16—2B 2E—31 34—3E 41—48 4A 4C—4D 50—52 54—7E 8F 92 
02: C6—C7 D8—D9 DB—DD 
1E: 02—03 0A—0B 1E—1F 40—41 56—57 60—61 6A—6B 80—85 F2—F3 
20: 13—14 18—1A 1C—1E 20—22 26 30 39–3A 44 AC 
21: 22 90—93 



FF: FD 
 
Total amount: 299 
 
Remaining subscripts of: 
 
00: 20—27 2A 2C 2E—2F 3A—3C 3E—60 62—64 66—67 71 77 79—7E A0—FF 
01: 00—13 16—2B 2E—31 34—3E 41—48 4A—4D 50—7E 8F 92 
02: C6—C7 D8—D9 DB—DD 
1E: 02—03 0A—0B 1E—1F 40—41 56—57 60—61 6A—6B 80—85 F2—F3 
20: 13—14 18—1A 1C—1E 20—22 26 30 39–3A 44 AC 
21: 22 90—93 
FF: FD 
 
Total amount: 329 
 
Remaining superscript superscripts of: 
 
00: 20—7E B2—B3 BC BD 
 
Total amount: 99 
 
(Note that the superscript superscript of U+0031, U+0032 and 
U+0033 is the same as the superscript of U+00B9, U+00B2 and 
U+00B3 respectively. Do not duplicate-encode them.) 
 
Remaining superscript subscripts of: 
 
00: 20—7E B2—B3 BC BD 
 
Total amount: 99 
 
Remaining subscript superscripts of: 
 
00: 20—7E B2—B3 BC BD 
 
Total amount: 99 
 
(Note that the subscript superscript of U+0031, U+0032 and U+0033 
is the same as the subscript of U+00B9, U+00B2 and U+00B3 
respectively. Do not duplicate-encode them.) 
 
Remaining subscript subscripts of: 
 
00: 20—7E B2—B3 BC BD 
 



Total amount: 99 
 
Remaining small capitals of: 
 
00: 20 58 A0 C0—C5 C7—CF D1—D6 D8—DF 
01: 00 02 04 06 08 0A 0C 0E 10 12 16 18 1A 1C 1E 20 22 24 26 28 
2A 2E 30 34 36 39 3B 3D 43 45 47 4A 4C 50 54 56 58 5A 5C 5E 60 62 
64 66 68 6A 6C 6E 70 72 74 76 78—79 7B 7D 8F 
1E: 02 0A 1E 40 56 60 6A 80 82 84 F2 
 
Total amount: 100 
 
In total, that is 1118 characters proposed to be added. (the old 
1120 character proposal L2/18-206 had an error causing 
superscript superscript 1 and subscript superscript 1 to be 
counted twice) 


